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PREFACE       

A World-class Research and Teaching Institute 

Soon after I joined PIDE, we celebrated in March 2008 two important milestones in PIDE’s 
rich history. The first was the Golden Jubilee Celebrations. Former and current research fellows 
joined the country’s leading economists in paying tribute to PIDE’s impressive contribution to 
pioneering new ideas and approaches in economic development and being at the forefront of 
development research internationally as well as in Pakistan. We brought out three publications to 
mark the Golden Jubilee, detailing its history (by Dr S. M. Naseem, former Director), 
contribution to development thinking in the early phase (by Dr A. R. Khan, former Research 
Director), and policy-making (by Dr A. R. Kemal, former Director). A film and a gallery of 
historic photographs were also launched on this occasion. We plan to hold two more meetings, in 
Lahore and Karachi, later this year to celebrate the Golden Jubilee with our fellows, colleagues, 
and students there. 

The second landmark event was the holding of PIDE’s first Convocation. PIDE had started 
its PhD Programme some years earlier and the conferment of ten PhD degrees and one MPhil 
degree by the Patron, the President of Pakistan, on this occasion was a moment of great pride for 
those who had contributed to launching this programme, for those who had supervised the 
candidates, and most important, for those who received the degrees. PIDE will continue this 
strong doctoral programme in Economics to meet the country’s urgent needs both in economic 
policy-making and the academia.  

As I watched and shared the joy in PIDE’s record of many achievements, I was acutely 
aware of the challenge ahead. Stated simply, it is to ensure that PIDE remains at the cutting-edge 
of new ideas and maintains the highest research standards while gradually expanding its teaching 
programme to impart quality education that is recognised internationally.  

My vision of PIDE is clear. It is of a world-class research and teaching institute building on 
the strengths and high standards it has achieved over the last fifty years. 

My aim is to expand our teaching programme at a pace that helps create maximum synergy 
between our teaching and research programmes and ensures the best quality of education at all levels.  

 



 

(v)

 
Research will always remain at the heart of PIDE’s activities and provide the life-blood to 

its current postgraduate programme, as to the undergraduate programme to be launched in 2010.  
Here my first task, starting early 2008, has been to carefully map out the ongoing activities.  The 
mapping spells out the policy issues being analysed, the value added to knowledge, and the 
outputs expected from the studies being undertaken.  This mapping has been the basis for 
developing an innovative and exciting research programme for 2008-10. 

PIDE is also the research arm of the Planning Commission and a think-tank for the 
Government of Pakistan.  I have strived to build and strengthen this important linkage with 
policy-makers. At the request of the Planning Commission of Pakistan, PIDE undertook the Mid-
term Review of the Medium-term Development Framework (2005-10), working closely with the 
economic and technical sections of the Commission. This Review was approved by the National 
Economic Council (NEC), Pakistan’s highest economic decision-making body, and published in 
June 2008. I cite this as one example of the way in which PIDE continues to combine its 
academic and advisory functions. 

As in earlier years, we held the Annual General Meeting and Conference of the Pakistan 
Society of Development Economists (PSDE), in March 2008. The theme this year was “Natural 
Resource Management: Issues and Challenges”. A number of prominent scholars from Pakistan 
and abroad presented papers at the Conference. Dr Rehana Siddiqui, Secretary of the PSDE, and 
the Organising Committee Members made splendid arrangements to ensure a very well-attended 
and successful meeting.  

In the end, I would like to thank our former Chancellor, Engr. Dr M. Akram Sheikh, and our 
current Chancellor, Mr M. Salman Faruqui, for the encouragement I have received from both of 
them in carrying out my tasks. 

Most important of all, I must thank my fellow PIDE researchers, teaching staff, and students 
for their valuable support in making 2007-08 an exciting, eventful, and fruitful year.      

Rashid Amjad  
Vice-Chancellor 
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I.  INTRODUCTION 

Pakistan Institute of Development Economics (PIDE) is an internationally recognised 
research institution. It is the leading institution of its kind in Pakistan. In 2007, it celebrated its 
fiftieth anniversary. The Charter of PIDE, when it was first set up in 1957, was to undertake 
applied research in the fields of Economics and Demography with special reference to Pakistan. 
In the mid-1970s, an additional task was given to PIDE to organise in-service training courses in 
Project Planning techniques for government servants in BPS Grades of 17–19. This step was 
based on the need to improve their planning skills, particularly in reference to the preparation of 
Planning Commission documents related to development projects.   

In 2000, the Institute was given the responsibility of initiating the PhD Programme in 
Economics to meet the shortfall of trained development economists in the country. To fulfil the 
academic, administrative, and legal requirements for awarding degrees, the Institute was granted 
a Charter in November 2006 by the Government of Pakistan. PIDE now has strong programmes 
both in the research and teaching fields. The activities of the Institute in 2007-08 may be 
categorised as follows: 

 

Research completed (Economics, Demography, Anthropology); 

 

Teaching activities at the MSc, MPhil, and PhD levels; 

 

Training activities.  

There are three professional Divisions that are integral to the work done in the Research, 
Teaching, and Training Divisions. These are: 

 

Publications Division; 

 

Library and Documentation Division; 

 

Information and Communication Technologies Division.  

I.  Annual Report 

The Annual Report presents the major objectives and achievements of each of the 
Divisions/Sections, and highlights particular events and accomplishments of the year 2007-08 at 
the Institute.  

II.  RESEARCH: BREAKING FRESH GROUND 

Overall, in 2007-08, 117 research studies were completed by the seven Research Divisions, 
namely, the Development Strategies and Governance Division; the Growth and Environment 
Division; the Money, Banking, and Finance Division; the Trade and Industrial Organisation 
Division; the Agricultural Production, Markets, and Institutions Division; the Population, 
Poverty, and Labour Market Dynamics Division; and the Applied Socio-cultural Processes 
Division. 
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