Resources in New Institutional Economics

The Ronald Coase Institute      

www.coase.org

Mission 
   To better understand how real economic systems work, so that individuals 
   and societies have greater opportunities to improve their well-being.

Program 
   We encourage careful, useful analysis of the institutions (the rules of the game)
   that govern real economies and raise transaction costs.

· We promote comparative analysis and collaboration 
across countries and disciplines.

· We select outstanding young scholars with an interest 
in understanding rules and policies and their consequences.

· We build their capacity to analyze institutions, support their 
research over time, and involve them in a community 
of outstanding scholars.

· We help them communicate their findings to policy-makers, 
scholars, students, and the wider public. 
Major Activities

· Workshops
Five-day programs for young scholars selected on the basis of their research abstracts; 2 presentations by each participant, plus lectures by established NIE scholars

· Conferences
Small research meetings.  Recent 2006 conference was co-sponsored with the George J. Stigler Center of the University of Chicago and focused on the research of workshop alumni.

· Research projects
Transaction costs of starting a new business, long-term effects of private property titling

Alumni 

Currently 168 workshop alumni from 46 countries.   

Recent Working Papers
http://www.coase.org/research.htm
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The International Society for New Institutional Economics

www.isnie.org

Membership organization founded in 1997.  First president was Ronald Coase; second president was Douglass North.  Current president-elect: Thrainn Eggertsson.

Holds annual conference with about 300 scholars attending from economics, 

political science, law, sociology, anthropology, and other social sciences.  

Next conference: June 21-23, 2007 in Reykjavik, Iceland.  See Web site for conference and membership details.  The annual call for papers is announced there.

Further Reading

Handbook of New Institutional Economics 

    Claude Menard and Mary M. Shirley, eds.  Dordrecht: Springer, 2005.
Institutions and the Path to the Modern Economy: Lessons from Medieval Trade 

     Avner Greif.   New York: Cambridge University Press, 2006
     http://www-econ.stanford.edu/faculty/Greif_Instutions/GreifBook.html
Constitutions and Commitment: Evolution of Institutions Governing Public Choice 
     in 17th-Century England

     Douglass C. North and Barry R. Weingast.  The Journal of Economic History, 49:4   
     (December 1989).

Brief Glossary of NIE

     http://www.coase.org/nieglossary.htm

The Costs of Exchange 

     Alexandra Benham and Lee Benham

     http://coase.org/workingpapers/wp-1.pdf
Property Rights for the Poor:  Effects of Land Titling   

     Sebastian Galiani and Ernesto Schargrodsky

     http://coase.org/workingpapers/wp-7.pdf
Social Science Research Network - New Institutional Economics Abstracts
     Sponsored by International Society for New Institutional Economics
     Working Paper Series
     http://www.ssrn.com/link/new-institutional-economics.html 
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