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A two day workshop was organized by the Department of Development Studies in collaboration 

with Higher Education Commission (HEC) and Pakistan Institute of Development Economics 

(PIDE) at PIDE.  

On the first day of the workshop on “Moving from MDGs to SDGS: Policies and Options for 

Pakistan”, the inaugural and two sessions were held.  In her welcome remarks, Dr. Feriyal Amal 

Aslam, head, Department of Development Studies, thanked HEC for financing the workshop that 

aims at cultivating the future development studies professionals and public policy makers in the 

unique space that PIDE provides by its spirit of free inquiry. She mentioned that though the 

department is in its fourth year, the students have received Fulbright, PhD fellowships to present 

their research in international conferences, and fellowship by Atlantic Council. She said that the 

workshop is envisioned to both highlight the pertinent research areas for Pakistan’s sustainable 

development and as a first step to develop and enhance partnership of public sector with 

international development organizations and civil society which can be seen from the agenda of 

the workshop. 

The inaugural address was delivered by Professor Dr Rehana Siddiqui and was followed by the 

lecture of MNA, Dr Nafisa Shah, Dr Durre Nayyab, head of the department of Health Economics 

at PIDE and Mr. Jamshed Kazi, Head, UN women. While inaugurating the conference, Dr 

Rehana raised several questions regarding the failure of MDGs. She was of the opinion that 

Pakistan failed to achieve MDGs because they were too broad and action oriented. While talking 

about SDGs, she said that financing of these seventeen goals is a major issue for developing 

countries like Pakistan and this workshop is addressing this very important issue at the right time 



since it’s the beginning of the fiscal year 2015-16. She also mentioned that we don’t have clear 

targets as to how much poverty should be reduced so the policy makers should start thinking 

about these goals and the 169 targets to achieve them. 

Dr Nafisa Shah in her lecture “Debates and Discourses in SDGs”, said that with debt servicing 

and defense taking up most of the budget we are left with very little resources for development. 

She was of the opinion that this happens mainly due to lack of coordination, disjunction between 

different departments and ignorance of state functionaries. As a consequence of misplaced 

attention we have an unnecessary development system that affects only the top 10 percent of the 

population. She was of the opinion that although we failed to achieve MDGs, we can achieve 

SDGs only if we stop competing with other countries and instead have friendly ties with 

countries like Afghanistan. Answering the questions of the workshop participants, she 

emphasized that Pakistan is facing security challenges and the west has double standards, so we 

need to follow the China model. China’s progress in terms of its foreign policy is remarkable as 

it focuses on cooperation rather than conflict in a win win scenario. She requested think tanks 

like PIDE, to assist parliamentarians in understanding the SDGs. The workshop participants had 

a group photo with the respectable parliamentarian. 

Dr. Durre Nayyab, head, department of Health Economics at PIDE, in her lecture titled “What 

are SDGs?” discussed each SDG one by one along with the targets according to the report. She 

emphasized that though we are off track on MDGS and achieving SDGs looks impossible but we 

can prioritize the SDGs as per the UN report and focus on six SDGs to start with, particularly 

reducing hunger, poverty amongst others. The lecture was followed by a group activity and the 

presentations of the workshop participants which further clarified the understanding of SDGs. 

The country representative UN Women, Mr. Jamshed Qazi in his presentation highlighted the 

SDGs pertaining to gender equality. He stressed that while MDGs talked of promoting gender 

equality, the SDGs talk of achieving gender equality. He mentioned that freedom from violence, 

gender equality in capabilities and resources and gender equality in decision-making in 

public/private institutions are three main components of SDGs gender goals. He mentioned that 

in Pakistan, 48 percent of the women are unable to decide independently on their healthcare. He 

emphasized that with investment in research, cultivating a meaningful education system, 



engaging private sector, youth and religious leaders, nurturing grass root women organizations 

and recognizing and re distributing unpaid care work, are few of the measures with which we can 

optimize SDGs for women and girls. He argued a case for gender equality equaling world peace. 

The lecture was followed by group activity and presentations by the workshop participants.  

On the second day of the two day workshop on “Moving from MDGs to SDGS: Policies 

and Options for Pakistan”, two sessions were held. In the presentation on the transition from 

MDG s to SDGs, Dr. Richard Montgomery, head, DFID, Pakistan was very optimistic about the 

MDGs from the global perspective. He was of the opinion that the last 25 years have witnessed 

more development than in any other era. He mentioned that science and technology, economic 

management, international cooperation, quality of governance and institutions and reduced 

conflict are the five big drivers of transformation. He was of the opinion that SDGs are more 

universal and comprehensive in approach.  

The second session of day two included a video conference from USA on an annual 

course that is jointly taught by University of Hawaii (DURP) to students of Development studies 

at PIDE since 2014. PIDE’s Development studies program in invested in helping build future 

scholars in this specialization something urgently needed in this disaster prone region of the 

world, and are collaborating with the Department of Urban and Regional Development’s and this 

year will be the second time that a interdisciplinary seminar in this area is taught via PIDE’s 

video conferencing facility with students from USA, Thailand, Bangladesh and India. 

Ms.Samia Liaqaut Ali gave a presentation on Pakistan Poverty Alleviation Fund, which 

joins hand with the department of development studies to finance selected M.Phil DS students in 

their dissertation stage. Mr. Sarwar Bari, an eminent activist, talked about disaster risk reduction 

and poverty. He was of the view that most of the disasters are manmade and the need of the hour 

is to eradicate the poverty of opportunity and capability that would enable masses to deal with 

the disasters themselves. 

In the closing session, Dr Huma Haque, senior anthropologist and visiting faculty at PIDE, 

talked about home grown solutions and localizations in the context of SGDs. She was of the 

opinion that we need to do some critical evaluation and should focus on the dependency school 



of thought that emphasizes on investing in indigenous knowledge system rather than believing in 

aid. Thus by creating indigenous development models we can be a self reliant country. She 

stressed the importance of bringing scholars in dialogue on this pertinent theme and PIDE on 

their “spirit of free enquiry” are creating a space for this timely engagement with localizing and 

home grown solutions to the SDG’s. The workshop was a huge success, participants included 

“Young Professionals” from the Planning Commission, students of PIDE’s M.Phil Development 

Studies program, Public Policy program, economics, health economics programs. 

The workshop participants were later given certificates for participating in the workshop. 

 

 

 

 


